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Conservation  
in a changing 
climate  



The Dublin Declaration on Climate Change  
 
At the biennial INTO Conference, the 13th International Conference of 
National Trusts, in Dublin in September 2009, delegates addressed the 
theme ‘Conservation in a Changing Climate’. 
 
In his opening remarks, Simon Molesworth, Chairman of INTO (the 
International National Trusts Organisation), said “Conservation is a 
vital strategy in addressing climate change and I call upon world 
leaders to put in place measures at Copenhagen to protect our 
heritage so that it can be enjoyed by future generations”. 

The impacts of climate change are already having tremendous 
implications for the inspirational and beautiful buildings, landscapes 
and cultural heritage cared for by our INTO member organisations.   At 
times these can be spectacular, like the dramatic weather events 
experienced by the Taiwan National Trust and the Indonesian Heritage 
Trust this year or the loss of sea ice and permafrost.  Often they can 
be more surreptitious, like the effect of increased rainfall on 
communities that have historically received little rain or never-ending 
growing seasons. 

National Trusts and like organisations around the world are taking 
action to reduce the amount of energy used at the sites they look after, 
to generate energy from renewables and to manage land for carbon 
storage.   INTO member organisations are learning to adapt to the 
impacts of climate change and their experience can help inform the 
global debate. 
 
INTO member organisations also run education programmes for 
visitors to heritage sites to raise awareness of the risks and impacts of 
climate change.  And getting communities and individuals involved in 
protecting local heritage sites is an effective way of growing awareness 
of the importance of these places, as well as promoting responsibility 
in protecting and conserving them.  
 
Strategies to conserve and protect our heritage need leadership and at 
the end of the conference, INTO produced a declaration which set out 
ways in which national governments around the globe can promote 
heritage protection.  The text of the ‘Dublin Declaration’ follows and will 
be communicated to world leaders attending the Climate Change 
Conference in Copenhagen. 
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The International National Trusts Organisation (INT O) 

L’Organisation Internationale des Sociétés Fiduiair es Nationales 

Organización Mundial de National Trust 
 
INTO is an international network of National Trusts and similar non-
governmental organisations, globally diverse but united by a mutual 
commitment to conserving and sustaining our shared heritage – built and 
natural, tangible and intangible.    
 
INTO serves as an indispensable resource among National Trust and like-
minded organisations, bringing people together to share information, best 
practices and inspiration.  Our support and communications network 
connects and encourages organisations all around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

INTO Secretariat 
32 Queen Anne’s Gate 
London 
SW1H 9AB 
United Kingdom 
 
Website: www.internationaltrusts.org  
Email: info@nationaltrust.org.uk  
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7799 4578 

 
 
 
 
 

Above: The approach to the Sonargaon Folk Museum, near Panam City, where inundation is a regular 
phenomenon (© LEAD Bangladesh). Photo credits from front cover: Land slide in Sumatera (©  BPPI 
Indonesian Heritage Trust); Traditional pueblo architecture is easily damaged by excess rain, Acoma Sky 
City, New Mexico (© National Trust for Historic Preservation, Carol Highsmith); Spittal Pond Chidrens’ 
walk showing effects of sea level rise on this coastal nature reserve (© Bermuda National Trust); Huys de 
Zyp heath bricks (© The Gelderland Trust, Netherlands); Photo-voltaic panels nestle in the battlements of 
Dunster Castle, Somerset, UK, showing that even a historic building can help tackle climate change.  The 
24 panels will reduce CO2 emissions by approximately 3000 kg a year (© NTPL); Empowerment through 
disater assistance (© Taiwan National Trust); School children planting a native tree at Sigatoka Sand 
Dunes National Park (© National Trust of Fiji). 
 

The International National Trusts Organisation is a non-profit organisation registered as a 
limited company in England and Wales (No 06718966) and a registered charity (No 1128224). 
 


